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tig in evrry direct inn. Nothing is free from its 

iivjisioii. Medical .j nt lioiit \ declares that . ! i-<-n>-«> 
ml death lurks in the luscious kisses of the sweet- 
st maiden, and it has now attacked oar breakfast 
ood by asserting that it is a prolific eanse of hen rt 

ailure. The Wade might be inclined to a. pi th* 

liter theorem unless it be that moat men are tre- 
tenduously enamored of their wives or bare ■ 



lills. 
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EDITORIAL 



Policy and expediency are the distinguishing 
traits of modem Christianity. 

• • • • • 

The tendency of aeietotitte research is to strength- 
en Freethought by making more manifest the truth 
it abundantly advocate*. 

Speaking of woman suffrage the Blade rises to 
remark that taxation without representation is 
wrong whether the object of the mulct w 



bra* 



The great world is heart hungry for real knowl- 
edge .mil priests who assume to know all concern- 
iiilt tocalled divine plans, still insist upon forcing 
BB assent to belief in musty miracles that are eon- 

ttadietiona of every physical fast In the universe. 
• • • • • 

From the dust and glare of the noon of life, men 
east regretful glaneea hack at the roseate morn, and 

as evening growa apaee the shadows reach ever fur- 
ther and further back until they link the I -radio 
with the grave, then all becomes dark, and this is 
what we call life. It is but as a swallow's flight 
across a lighted room, compared with the mighty 
strands of time. 

The less attention paid to the creeds by a modem 
minister, the less dogmatism he indulges in, the 
more popular he becomes and the more eagerly do 
the people Hock to hear him. The world does not 
BSjre to listen to prosy pastorals on foreordination 



use tha 



or the 

tonitor, 



Tard 



, be 



In. 



ason rejects 

such cruel creeds and the sooner the dogmatic 
church learns this fact the belter for the church. 
•••••• 

This is an Bft of fads U well as an age of pro- 
gress. Science, especially medical science, is strik 



that when the working classes are fairly able to li 

well, they are both eonservat i ve ami patriotic and 

constitute the chief strength of the stale. But when 
they must toil as they may, save as they can, yet 
(hid their condition becoming ever more and more 
desperate, when I hey find that the wealth they 
alone, create by their labor is taken from them with 
which to enrich another, they either become totally 
degenerate or grow dissatisfied and dangerous. 
American f iber is bow st the c ro ss r oads, Which 
way will it follow I 

• • * • • 
Some preachers actually relish hell to such a de- 
gree that their sermons smell of sulphur . It is not 

possible, much less prolial.le, that such a liendish 
doctrine could be burn of infinite love. Then why 
continue to preach it; Such morals and religious 
degenerate* should really be ashi d to look an 

honest man in the face, of course, the majority of 

the blaekcoated luri equina do not believe that the 
religious balance is on tt.e proper page, but they 

care never a whit for the happiness of mankind so 
long as they can boast money in their puree and a 
square meal concealed under their shirt bosoms. 

BRAVO ! ADMIRAL BOB. 

Righting Bob ESvana did not run a blockade upon 
the little and saintly village Provincetown, .Mass.. 

and lay its morals waste. For this gracious act 
St. Peter hath writ his name down in large charac- 
ters upon the heavenly register of deeds committed 

and itted on this mundane sphere. Curved balls 

ami high balls are obnoxious to the bean eaters and 
manufacturers of eodfish balls and they would have 

001 1 that business in their bailiwick. 

It appears that the Evangelist Alliance of Boston 
notorious for beans and blood, demanded the offi- 
cial gore of Admiral Robley D. Evans, and trained 
He ir thirteen-inch guns of holy wrath and pious 
horror full and clear upon him. Word had gO'ie 
forth that the tailors and men of his fleet wen act- 
ually going lo play ball on board the Massachu- 
setts on the first Jay of the week, erroneously call- 
ed the "Lord's Bay," and immediately the Evange- 
licers threw a tit and the Hub went into religious 
hysterics. The Alliance, being pious and holy men 
of God, resoluted ami whereased against the ad- 
miral, denouncing him and his men, for manifest- 
ing, as i hey declared, "a disregard of the civic and 

religious sentiment of the people of Massachu- 
setts, a disregard which righteous Loving people 
must sincerely regret." But Bob answered with 
a volley they did not understand and could not ap- 
preciate, in a personal letter to the secretary of 
the Alliance, he denied the rumor ami upbraided 
(hem* for not investieaiinc; before taking such an 
OntowardSVjction in the premises, in other words 
the Alliance went oti at half-cock, and naturally 
missed lire, but got in return a stinging rebuke 
which hit them where the chicken gets the axe. 

Religious cant and hypocrisj are always bad 
enough at any Btage and under any circumstance,. 
It was particularly ill-timed with the Bostonians, 
when voiced by a meeting aitting simultaneously 
with a Grand Jury that bids fan- to indict one-half 
of the members of the Legislature of the old Bay 

State tor bribery ami bribe-taking. Hut even cant 
and hypocrisy are less unpaltable than religious 
•lander. To impeach the integrity and moral char- 
acter of a high federal officer without warrant and 
open hearsay testimony is going just a little far- 
ther than a privileged class should be allowed to go 
in this country. Public criticism of a public official 
in its place is always a desirable privilege ami must 
never be abridged in this country, but there should 
he reason in all things. Admiral h'vnns was right 
when he said that the bast the Kvanglicals could 
• lo was to reconsider their action and investigate 
before repeating the offense. 
And yet. strange to say. there arc people who pro- 
less to wonder why the attendance at church is fall. 
Bftg oil. There are other persons foolish enough to 

entertain the belief that if the people were depriv- 
ed, by law, of th,. privilege of attending and par- 
ticipating in OUt-door sports on Sunday, they would 
seek solace and comfort in the sanctuaries Of the 
Christian creed. Vain fools' They are fighting a 
shadow. Recent spasmodic attempts at legal en- 
,f Ss ■ 



Wheh may retard progress for a season, but the 
general tendency is upward and onward and in the 
course of a leu yean the sanctified howlers will 

be put down and out. 

CANTING HYPOCRISY. 

The sanctified, parsimonious hypocrites of the 
eity of Baltimore, in the Slate of Maryland, United 
States of America, are the vcr.v Thersitac of mod- 
ern times. Although one half of its population i.< 
paying financial and spiritual tribute to a dago po- 
tentate, sitting in authority at Koine, they have re 
fused io Maxim Gorky, the Russian revolutionarj 

advocate, the right and privilege of speaking in a 
public hall in that city and denied him the right 
to engage in the collection of funds for the revolu- 
tionary cause in Russia. .Men- featherieea buz- 
zards and moral hyenas. j Baltimore has dearly 
outstripped Caliban and Termagant, resorting to 
the tactics of Sydney Williams, who. 

answer the bit.- Col. [ngersoll wiih argument took 

to cow ardly and lying calumnies. 

And on what grounds, forsooth, do Ihe people 
Of I 'alholic Baltimore undertake t 
right to prosecute his cause, it is, forsooth, be- 
cause I hey declare it to be- contrary to their written 
law to pe rmit the collection of funds to aid in the 

work ot revolution against governmental authority. 

Fudgj and fiddlesticks. Every dollar given to a 
Romish, priest for the rapport of the Vatican 
whether it be Peter's Pence, or any other contri- 
butory channel, is but working in aid of a power 
that is in direct oonfiict with the governmental au- 
thority of the L'uited States, ami the City of Balti- 
more is noted for its catholicity. 

The Blade does not entertain that notion peculiar 
to a large class of people in America, that the Pope 
has serious designs upou our government, nor does 
it incur a spasm because Pat gets a job on the po- 
lice force and assists most assidiously in running 
the machine, but it does declare that Baltimore has 
add ass of itself and ought to get tapped 
o pas- tiiat American 
of political freedom? 
.'igns of a fr 
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a Baltimore, even as Oath- 
Ecclesiastical authority 
a fellow-feeling for politi- 
i the latter is combined 
ore ecclesiastics can be rr- 
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sade will full of its own weight and 
rottenness. Only a few weeks ago, as the Blade 
was informed, a party of boys were arrested for 
playing ball on Sunday in a small, but sanctified 
Ohio town. They were all dismissed, the game 
went on and has been repealed .-very Sunday since 
that day with the result that the gate receipts have 

rsrtising they received. 

If there is a (led, which we seriously question, he 
could not find cause for serious offense by scenic- 
children happy on Sunday. Let the good light con- 
tinue. Tin-re mas be ups and downs, a few defeats 



lie, heralded over the world 
i ppressed, can deny the mer 

mat. rial assistance to a struggling people in aland 
of governmental tyranny ami brutality.' Why the 
very city of Baltimore has been the storm center of 
innumerable plots against the 
lint I****' accD" uytfi .sir 

mad,, funds collected, and personal agents dis- 
patched therefrom to see that the plots were put 
into execution. Of course, the Blade does not as- 
sume that this was permitted in Baltimore, simply 
because the conspirators were Catholics, but it as- 
serts that it was because they were Irishmen and 
the latter are mostly Catholic. [ n any event, the 
Catholic is all-powerful i " 
liciam controls Russia, 
very naturally entertains 
cal authority and whe; 
w ith ( atholicisiu. Baltim 
lied on to perform in the correct manner at the cor- 
rect manner. The truth is that in th.- success of the 
Russian revolutionary movement, Rome feels its 
own bower slipping, and in thus trying to save a 
boon companion in the production of human 
misery its own tenure is prolonged to that extent. 

In previous issues the Blade has condemned the 
domestic arrangements made and entered into by 
Maxim Corky. His marital affairs and his life's 
wort are totally different matters. The Blade firm- 
ly believes that he has injured his cause by his con- 
duet so far American aid is concerned, but it can 
not and does not approve the action of the Balti- 
more authorities priest-ridden as they are, and it 
eou asserts that Maxim Gorky, under the Ameri- 
can constitution, under the sanction of federal stat- 
utes, has the same right to collect funds to aid the 
Russian revolutionary partiots as the Catholic 

priaath 1 has to collect funds to keep up his Dago 

holiness at Rome. Nay, indeed, but Corky has a 
better recognized right to prosecute his labors, than 
have the Catholic clergy to prosecute theirs. Gor- 
kj is an apostle of political freedom, the priest- 
are apostles of a superstitious tyranny. Gorky 
holds aloft a blaring torch lo light the path of free- 
dom bo the [.nest holds a chain in their hands be- 
hind the back with which to fetter liberty. 

THE WOMAN IN THE CASE. 

When a crime h is been committed in France and 
is reported to the criminal sleuths of that country, 
the frog-eating detectives nre accredited with Bay- 
ing, "lirst look for the woman in the case." 

In trying to size up the political situation in 
Russia, the status and power of the Douina, the ex- 
tent lo which tin- people may gain political liberty 
in th'' medium of ;i representative form id' govern 

ment, it would have 1 □ well had the savants and 

philosophers in the political world kept their eyes- 
lixed upon the women in the case. 

Strange, is it not, that of all nations on earth, 
Russia, should prove to be the one of all others 
w her in woman is to c,-t and enjoy political free- 
dom » freedom for which her more enlightened and 
better educated sisters in this country ami in Eu- 
rope have been battling, laboring for years Tit is so 
frequently that the unexpected happens in a twist- 
ed w >rld of complicated interests that we, perhaps, 
ought not to marvel that the dawn of universal suf- 
frage, the real, genuine article, with no reserva- 



tions as to sex, should first be descried in that be- 
nighted land of social and political disorder. What 
would have happened to the audacious prophet 
who, could have dared to so predict, even live years 
ago might easily be guessed, let here we are in the 
middle of the sixth year of the twentieth century, 
reading in the dispatches from at. Petersburg that 
among all the demands made by the Uouuia upon 
lbs government of the Czar, the tirst to be granted 
in ail its completeness, is that for universal suf- 
frage. 

Uocs it not seem like a cruel irony of late, that, 
among all the w orkers and laborers in the tedious 

struggle for the enfranchisement of women, who, 

alter a life time of work and worry, suffering and 
privation, all a ready sacrifice for the cause, Susan 
li. Anthony should nave been taken away just as 
the new motn of woman 'a liberty was breaking.' 
i ci a w.is not the Miss Anthony's of the world out- 
side of Russia — and probably not those within the- 
lupin that had much to do with the adoption of 
he universal suffrage in Russia. It was the sheer 

lecessity of it from tin; standpoint of the peasants 

md the Douma. Another factor in its adoption 
\ as that stern necessity from the standpoint of the 
government whose only safety lay in granting 
ome of the least obnoxious demands made by fhe 
new parliament. 

Woman 's triumph has come, and it has come from 
S quarter whence it had it been least expected. The 
civilized world may now soon be able to judge of 
the merits of manhood and womanhood suffrage 
with such a wide field for its operation. 
In making this- concession the Russian govern- 
icnt has set an example to all nations of the world. 
■I range as it may seem, the cause of woman suf- 
rags in America has suffered so much at the hands 
1 women themselves. Too little support and too 
little attention was given to the movement. For 
the most part a large number of American society 
study too much concerning what they shall 
put on their heads instead of what they ought to 
put into them. Another class appeared to relish 
bies rather than ballots, leaving tier husband and 
crop of sons to tight her political battles for 
em. As a matter of fact there are thousands of 
iinen today who would oppose any law conferring 
'on them the privilege of exercising the elective 
inehise. Some actually argue that to put woman 
on an equality with man wouldjie degradation 

' they a *~ 

ing 'niT^W superior i 
belieWiig that way. ; 
that they have the brute, man, in a e 
strained to let well enough alone. 

True, indeed, the advocates of woman suffrage 
did not know women as they thought they did. 
Most men go through lite thinking they actually 
know women, but they are sadly and mysteriously 
fooled. The Blade is willing to give woman any- 
time.' she want*} especially when she asks for it. 
If she wants this ballot, give it to her. Experience 
h is taught us to- let woman have her own way, for 
she'll be sure -to get it in the long run, and the 
gander who fooJWily stands in the way, will soon 
feel like he had run against a South American revo- 
lution. 
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JJP3 CAUSE AND CURE. 

* and crime, the same, yet not 
it triumvirate of hell's unclean 
many treasured years have been 
to delve into the so-called mys- 
Snd closing the eyes to that 
us and about us. The Chris- 
te fanciful antidote to soothe the 
e, a Jesus paid it all 

•ice. Jealousy and 1'assion, de- 

• deluged the world with blood 
I the principal features in the 

• and priest and layman an' 
same disease, the same curse. 
. I hristian stan. Is confronted by 
the world, what answer can he 

points to the clouds, mailables 
id that is supposed to be, refers 



i.d I 



all things, who 
him with good 



ed, just to try hii 



and 




ial he is made of. Then 

of indemnity plan, aton- 

sting the burden of life's 
who was said to be 
punishing of the in- 
to appease the wrath 

when hut a child of eight 
Paine, the soldier-asthor of 

-li. rebelled against the t heo- 
1 assertiiiLr that he could not 

should be compelled to kill 

words, if lu old not have 

niie other way. This very 
to write in his later years 



inimirrtal jjentei 

"Any system of reliirion that shocks the mind 
of a child cshnot be a true system." Does the 
Christian religion shock the mind.' Yea. of both 
children and;fman. What! You don't believe it. 



Continued on page four, first column). 



ALL GODS ARE 

MADE DY MAN 



of the Deity a s Reflected by 
Many Minds Must Naturally Re- 
veal Different Gods.— They are as 
We Make Them. 



of God. 

"An honest God is the noblest v 



._ j 

Mr. Rockefeller s conception of God ' own hUti 
Is a can of kerosene. Airs. Astur be land. 
Ueves God Is an English duke, while Maxim Gorky 
Senator Tom Plait believes that God and pathetic w 
belongs to the Republican party and is taring as it is luniinou! 

aordinat> Hkl 

I have no doubt but that Paul Mor- 
ton thinks God is a life insurance fund. 
It is also evident that this man Corey 
thinks an erroneous belief exists as 
to the gender of the Almighty, which 
he considers feminine and that God 
is no other than a licentious demi- 



like 



career is M palatal 
t privation an I suf- 

ilUaat 

Child 

of the social abyss, he hai- climbed 
to tfet very heights of lame and hla 
genius triumphant commands tie hom- 
age of a world. But through all the 
wondrous changes of his lift* his heart 
has ramatiiad in the social ftaptka and 
continues to beat warm and true to 
"Los Miserables" of all the earth. 
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AJthough spoke in a half-jeetiug 
manner the challenge to Pope made 
by the Immortal Ingersoll contains 
more real, solid truth than figurative 
poetry. The fact is that God is just 
what man makes him. Every nation, 
every Individual In* its peculiar no 
Uons oi God. Every man who actual- 
ly believes in God sees that God re- 
flected in his own image. One of the 
best and wittiest articles on this sub- 
ject appeared in a recent issue of the 
Little Devil, a monthly magazine pub- 
lished at Los Angeles, which, being 
appropos to this subject 1* here repro- 
duced in full:— 

iurch recently got separated 
s corner stones in a Kansas cj 
They found the pulpit down in 
•an Handle of Texas and a barrel of 



r gender— a eunuch in charge of a 



^ clone. 



b ai.d despised and his 
self, aad Christ-like his pcr.-ecution 
by the heartless pharisees. 

Had Gorky been an intellectual pros, 
titule, he would be the social lion of 
the hour, especially here 
United States, and every door of the 
Upper'' (?) class would swing in- 
ward at his touch, flat through all 
the liery ordeals that have fallen t< 
Oil hit he lias preserved in violat- 
es mental and moral integrity; he ha 
fought bravely and unflinchingly the 
battles Of the opressed ami heavy- 
while ! la,K ' u Of the earth. 

Bold and intrepid champion of social 



SINCLE TAX 

ON LAND VALUES 



of The 
Henry 



(By DR. J. C. 
"The heavens, even the heavens, are 
the Lord's, but the earth hath He giv- 
em to the children of men." — Psalms 



e prea< 



r had s 



was^scattered al the way from Kala- 
;• to Kingdom Come, while a few 
^ of The Little Devil, which had 
text books in the Bible 
| were dropped in Saltaiit, Me. 

r the congregation having reas 
K^led In the village, got together 
seed several, solemn resolutions 
the preamble tff the whole, thus per- 
using: "It having pleased God to de- 
atroy our beloved temple of worship, 
etc., etc." 

This incident coupled with the cur- 
iosity of a fellow who admits resi- 
dence in Milwaukee, leads me to un- 
wrap a line of talk which I forewarn 
all, is for the exclusive perusal of the 
mentally responsible. 

If you read further and get burnt, 
please nurse your complaints in pri- 



If we could peep Into 
Mrs'. Hetty Green about bed time 
some night and observe that woman's 
devoirs, we should probably find her 
praying to her pocket book. 

M OOaVOOpttOB of Cod does not con- 
template the Deity In the attitude of 
an adjuster of claims nor a commis- 
sary clerk. 

Those who think that He is taking 
part in the outrages over in Ruse 
evidently think othi 
preachers who ask Him to give grace, 
to this man and restore the health J" sli< '' a,1<1 Penmate lover of free- 
to another, to provide bread for the dom, the ruling class, to whom he has 
idle and clothes for the lazy, rain for nt?ver "ooked the knee, musi tind 
this locality and sunbeams for Seattle, - ■'" ' xcu "> u > ' ,ullr ,h, ' ,r ****** UD " 
no doubt believe that God is the pro- ' " aud so thc >'. arch hyp(y 

prietor of a racket store, carrying m | crites that they are.jiffect 
stock everything <rom regenerate 



tural b 
mpti 



Mill ! 



The man frorm Milwaukee desires 
to know my conception of God, I do 
not mind displaying a few ratiocina- 
tions of a purely negative character, 
for the delectation of the already 
damned. And one of these Is a thor- 
ough disbelief in the sort of God 
charged by the militant members of 
the Kansas church, with the destruc- 
tion of their house of worship. I am 
ready *to confess that the existence 
a barrel of ordj^gry sermons in one 

^ e — ior 

inipotent wlrtJh we know is on the dead level 



for 

kind message to a OorieM Engine. I 
have no doubt but a Phylarch like Mr. 
Morgan with a lot of plunder to store 
from the public love to contemplate 
God as a tarpaulin and pay their pas- 
tors handsomely for blanket prayers. 

I care not how frenzied our fluency 
nor how profuse our adtiltations, God 
is that which we worship not on bend- 
ed knees nor In hysterical prayers, but 
in the deeds of the passing days, in 
the work of our hands and heads — 
in the good we do from sun-up to sun- 
down. 

The temples of worship are not your 
gorgeous structures raised in gaud 
and splendor to mock the poverty of 
passers-by — they are not where tall 
spin s commemorate the vanities of 
men. They are not under the gilded 
domes where Sunday piety merely ac 
cenfuates weekday peccability— where 
huckster.- Of morality paw none day of 
prayer for six of panderism and plun- 
der. It is under the low fiat roofs, or 
In the broad fields where we work, in 
the offices and factories, behind the 
counter and at the desk where God Is 
worshipped or spurned. 

orship in giving and asking 



shocked at some irregularity alleged 
to have been discovered In his domes- 
tic relations, and now raise the cry 
that he is unclean. 

Ye gods! Prom the prurient pluto- 
cracy, this Is the very quintessence of 



and ( 



wild 



. We worship in Rhine and asking noi" 1 "-" luc ,u *"' s ""^ 

. i« ,..-1!^ i iMtar*"'!' T"° '°" H "> "? 

r«V oivic decrajW" doing that »~ f* wou16 be rece,ved the 
,W. , . _ .... .... ...... personal representatives of President 



wrath. But still 1 do not quite believe 
God had a durned thing to do with the 
however 
may 



which. If indulged In by a recalcitrant 
backslider, would have caused his ap- 
pearance in a police court and thirty- 
days in jail. Thus it may bo deduced 
that in that particular church the con- 
ception of God is that of a destroyer, 
whose malignant recklessness mounts 
the cyclone and proceeds to raise 
Now I do not subscribe to the capital 
stock of this slander. 

Every once in a while when the 
forces of nature acting upon laws 
quite as natural as those of efflores- 
cence, produce a catastrophe, instead 
of a rose — such for instance as the 
Galveston flood or the New Orleans 
epidemic of yellow fever, there are 
those moral cowards who instant ly 
assamble to accuse God — to rid them- 
selves of persiflage in prayers and re- 
solutions, the burden of which are, 
"Help us to bear this, thy visitation." 

Now I am one who pretends to a 
conception of a God in whose Infinite 
there Is neither the power nor the dls- 
positjion to premeditate mifrder or 
make malicious mischief. 

God may count the fall of sparrows 
and catalogue the hirsute paucity of 
the baldheaded. or utilize a few mo- 
ments to prevent a duplication In the 
case of those who wear wigs, but I do 

on His hands that He breaks up resul- 
tant ennui by busting Kanakas cy- 
clones, as a cowboy busts bronchos. 
There is no study more interesting 
than man s conception of God. And 
you will note that as the human race 
has become better so have the Gods 
to which it kneels. 

You have been told perhaps by 
noetic individuals that there Is 
God. But that is a mental lllusioi 
which the fellow who perpetrates it 
takes no stock. Every man has a God 
and worships It. And when you get a 



in our relation to one another. And 
if we do not this, though we pray till 
God stuffs tow In His ears we remain 

And don't imagine that God" is too 
busy making calculations on the an- 
nual sparrow fall or the crop of hair 
to take note. 

Ladies and gentlemen, God Is the 
good within us, Hell is the bad and 
the only devils you need to fear are 
Huso, within you. 

It your life Is one of passlmony— i 
you are making rents in our con- 
donee to accumulate the gold 



Tlie real trouble with Gorky 
he is not some syphilitic duke and 

that h:a 

tess. In that event our pork-chop 
bourgeoisie would break their Illy, 
white necks climbing over each other 
to grovel at their feet and bask In 
the pollution of their diseased pres- 
eaoa and their artificial smiles. 

No wonder their refined sensibili- 
ties are shocked by the advent of 
genius, healthy, moral and sane, In 
full possession of all the vlrtu< 
It) of soul, loftiness of mind and pur- 
ity of heart; no wonder they bar the 
doors of their harems and hostelrles 
and drew the blinds 
of a frresrh and purifying breath of 
moral atmosphere. 

Czar Nicholas, the ruler of all the 
Russians, has a "legal" wife, but act- 
ually lives with his mistress and domi- 
ciled In the royal palace. All the world 
knows it, but the czar has lost no 
caste with the 



personal representatives of President 
Roosevelt, the White House would 
lie made brilliant for his reception and 
the elite of the nation would fall on 
their faces to serve as the foot-mats 
of the royal parasite In his triumph- 
t march through the ' Land of Free- 

Tho "society' of the bourgeoisie is a 
devilish curious contrivance. The 
product of vulgar and debasing ex- 
ploitation. It is essentially immortal 
and corrupt, and its ethical sense, if 
Dot totally destroyed Is shockingly 
perverted. Gorky and his wife must 
not take its repulslveness to heart. 



calf jus.t as much as that which they 

worshipped in Babylonia when they fulal termination. Like any; olh^ 

built ■ fiery furnace for the three infl- meoU1 ' nioral and Pbylcal deformity, 

who would not bow down before U is eutitled to rather tuau con - 



If win are a drunken trifling 
tMOB, >*>» are worshipping a God 
quite as ridiculous as the cats 
>gs of the old Egyptians. 
And he that lives on the dead 
lOVUe, wln-h.-r he buries his face 
tie dust, before priest or parson, 
whether he warms a front pew or 
Joins In the nasal resonance of the 
long metre doxology worships the only 



DEBS WRITES ON 
MAXIM GORKY 



Extends the Fraternal Welcome to 
the Russian Proletariat and Ex- 
plains the Domeatic Arrangement 
Of the Family. Stinging Sj 



(By EUGENE V. DEHS) 
With open arms and hearts attuned 
o love and greeting, we of the prole- 
arlat welcome Maxim Gorky and his 
rife to these shores. 
We know them and we love and hon* 



W6 look with derisive humor i 
the wooden gods of the ancients- 
golden calves and totem poles of sup- 
erstitious peoples. But look about 
you today and you will And pulseless 
gods, to whom civilized men pay their 
devoirs quite as blindly as they did 
of old, when they whittled out a new 
one to suit a new desire. 



They come to us as International 
revolutionists, comrades in the com 
mon cause; and in bidding th-tn «r< 1 
spirit 



When it comes to "domestic rela- 
tions", the Gorkys ought to be pro- 
ud d with the transcript of a critical 
analysis of some of our "upper" of 
"uppers," the "Four Hundred" and 
their satellites. Whew! talk about 
community of wives! Little wonder 
that they are sensitive and easily 
jarred; they and their cheap Imitators 
have got to dlv- 



- own 



suffer 



the I 



tind terrors of Russian 
despotism, it is with mingled pride 
and Joy that Is marred only by the 
fact that the indignities to which they 
will be subjected by the bourgeois rul- 
ing in "free" America will be more 
brutal and shocking, if possible, than 
those they have Just escaped In their 



If Gorky and his wife had paid some 
blear-eyed pustice of the peace two 
bits for a tobacco-stained "permit," 
their "domestic relations" would be 
stainless and sacred, and not a whis- 
per would be heard upon that pom' . 
but some other miserable pretext 
would be trumped up by the scaven- 
gers of the ruling class to spew their 
vomit upon their apostles of freedom, 
these heralds of the brighter day. 

Welcome, thrice welcome, Comrades 
Gorky! 

We greet you with the love of com 
radOO, and this love is made all the 
stronger by the vulgar hate of 
ruling class which you have Incurred 
by roar fidelity and devotion to the 
cause of the proletariat In tl 

: niggle for freedom. 
The message of affection and good 

ti. er sent, by you to our kidnapped 
and tortured comrades in Idaho ia 
of the noblest acts of your noble and 

unselfish life, and from end 
of the land the proletariat join In 
hearty acclaim: 

WELCOME TO OUR COMRADES 
GORKY! 



for the land is mine, for ye are strang- 
ers and sojourners with me."— Lev. 
25, 23. 

There are many truths In the bible, 
and among them are the passages 
above quoted for the especial benefit 
of those who profess to believe all 
the bible teaches, but who dissent 
from the obvious teaching of the 
above scriptures. There are somo 
persons, for whom this article Is more 
especialy written, who by their ac- 
tions deny that the Lord gave the 
earth to the children of men, but they 
think He gave It to a few of the chil- 
dren of men. They deny, also, that 
the profit of the earth Is for all, but 
for a few, who own the earth. They 
also insist that the land shall be Bold 
forever, and that it belong to the buy- 
er and not to the Lord. They argue, 
as did the southern slave owner, that 
because he paid his money for a 
gro, therefore the negro belonged 
him forever. They forget that might 
does not make right. They forget 
that the title to land is peclsely like 
the title of the slave owner was to the 
negro. If they will trace their title 
back, they will find a large link miss- 
ing In the abstract before they reach 
the original owner, God or Nature. 
They will find that the first conveyan- 
cers of land were soldiers and the first 
deed was written with a sword dipped 
In tears, and blood was used as a seal 
instead of wax, and that swords, bay- 
onets and clubs were current coins In 
exchange for the land. 

All men have an intuitional feeling 
or sentiment, which accords with the 
preamble to the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, which regards a right to 
life as Inalienable and a self evident 
truth— and a right to life implies a 
right to a place to live— and as man Is 
a land animal he has a right to land If 
a right to life. If some men 
right to own the land exclusively, then 
It must follow that those who live 
and own no land, must live by suffer- 
ance and not by right. The landless 
mhn Is at the mercy of those who own 
tht land, and live only so long as they 
can he utilized by the landlord. 

There Is a growing sentiment that 
till men have an equal right to life, lib- 
erty and the pursuit of happiness; but 
how to equalize the earth to all that 
their right to life, liberty and the pur- 
suit of happiness may be exercised, 
Is a serious as well as the most impor- 
question ever presented to socio- 
logists for solution. But, happily a 
man has been raised up In the provi- 
dence of God, If ever such a thing oc- 
rred in Nature, who In this epoch 
id cycle of the world's history, has 
solved the. problem. Columbus dis- 
ered a continent, but It remained 
for Henry George to discover the 
earth for all men. It had never been 
iscovered In Its fullness before. 
Leverrier, of France, and Adams of 
England, seeing the perturbations of 
he planets in their orbits, said there 
nust be another plane outside the 
orbit of Uranus producing he pertur- 
bations, and by calculations both men 
located the cause in a certain point 
in the heavens and wrote to a great 
■Mr in Berlin to point his teles- 
t a certain place in the Anna 
ind he would discover a planet 
before known to astronomers. 
He did so, and within a degree of the 
point designated he discovered Nep- 
tune In 1846. About 1877, Henry 
George, seeing the perturbations of 
the society in the social world, with 
his philosophical mind, set to work to 
find the cause, and with his telescopic 



property--that It is 'proper' to him 
and no on© else." 

Not even the State has a right to 
take from a man his property. What 
a man produces should belong to him 
as against the world. What ten men, 
a hundred, or a million, or ten million 
p- nam equally produce should belong 
equally to al the producers. 

There is but one thing in all the 
world that all the people equally pro- 
duce, and that la land values. There- 
fore, land values should be taken for 
the use of all. 

Land cannot be divided equally to 
all. It would be impracticable Emu 
If It could be today, where would be 
the share of the child born tomorrow 
or next year? If It was divided ac- 
cording to value, the persons' share of 
the land where the Claypool Hotel 
stands would be Infinitely smaller 
than a man's share In Brown County. 

Since land cannot be apportioned 
equally to nil, the values of land can 

For want of a better word to con- 
cisely express the modus operandi of 
of equalizing the earth to all. we pro 
pose to take the annual value of ail 
land or what Rlchardo and John Ste 
wart Mill term economic rent, in lieu 



Interest. It can go nowhere el I . tti - 
timately. Now the landlord takes as 
MM one-third of all wealth produced, 
and if he l s eliminated as a sharer of 
wealth then all wealth must go to lab- 
or as wages and to capital as Interest. 



VITOSCOPE PICTURES 

Will Be Taken of all Stations and 
Scenery Along the Queen & Cres- 
cent Route. 

On Tuesday, May 2nd, the Sellg 
Polyscope Company of Chicago will 
take moving pictures of all territory 
along the Queen & Crescent Route, 
leaving Cincinnati at 8:30. All follow- 
inu up train No. 1. All those who de- 
sire to be in the pictures will be at the 
station. Advertising Agent, W. B 
Johnston, of the Queen & Crescent 
Route will accompany the Vitoscope 
men on the trip. Train will consist of 
engine with Hat car and coach. 



values. It should be observed that we 
would not tax land, but land values. 
We would tax a vacant lot the same 
as an adjoining improved lot, for the 
two lots would be equally valuable ex- 
clusive of improvements. We would 
not tax anything that labor produces, 
for it acts as a fine on Industry and 



fron 



that 



f land ls 

produced by all the community and 
therefore should belong to the com 
munity. 

Our present system, or lack of sys- 
tem, of taxation virtually says to a 
man who accumulates wealth by In- 
dustry or otherwise: "You shall divide 
ii p every spring and fall. You have 
been too Industrious. You have added 
wealth to the State and city. You 
must not do that. We will fine you for 
It." 8o It becomes more profitable to 
holtl a lot vacant for a rise in price as 
people improve around it, than to 
bulll on or Improve It. Our present 
taxation of property or wealth 
premium on vacant lots and Idleness. 

The annual value or economic rent 
of land, the value which attaches 
land by reason of population or social 
growth, ls exactly adequate to the 
penses National, State, County and 
municipal governments, and if taken 
annually in lieu of all taxation of 



>alth, 



L-le 1 



Help the Blue Grass Blade by pay- 
ing up your own subscription and 
sending us a few new subscriber*. It 
seems to us that we deserve better 
support than we get 



I he i 
plai 



disco 
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that the disturbing cause of all th< 
Inequality, the inharmony, the poverty 



the monopoly of land. He discovered 
the remedy and the only remedy for 
the perturbations of society. His 
edy is not a political invention, b 
great discovery. A remedy that 
be administered without nauseating 
the patient; without the exercise of 
force; without a drastic weakening 
of the patient— the body politic. 
Though the evil of landlordism ls ten 
times greater than chattel slavery, 
the blandness of the remedy for it 
will contrast beautifully with the dras- 
sniedy used to abolish alavery. 
•emedy he proposed Is so Just, 
asonable, so self-evldently right 
-111 effect so very few to their fin- 
ancial detriment, and benefit so very 
greatly go many others, that even the 
few will not protest against It. 

lis remedy Is based on seU-evIdent 
propositions, one of which la: "What 
produces should belong, and 
not 'beshort' to him; that it ls his 



pllfy government and obviate fraud in 
assessments and promote honest: 
l,and is a thing that lies out of doow 
and, per force, remains in the same 
place and cannot be hid or moved lnt< 
another State. Then the taking 0 
the economic rent of land annuall; 
takas nothing from a man that he pro 
duces. It Is only a pay for a privilege 
protection In the monopoly of the 
land he occupies, which all other men 
have an equal abstract right to pos- 
•ss. 

To show that an owner of a lot of 
land did not produce its value, take 
the population of any town or city 
and multiply it by four, and the pro- 
duct will be a close approximation to 
the value In dollars of an acre of land, 
exclusive of Improvements ,ln the cen- 
ter of thi town; and all ( ther acres 
are valuable In proportion as you re- 
cede from center to circumference of 
a town or city and even farm land 
is valuable largely in proportion to its 
proximity to a populous center. Every 
man, woman and child In a city i;dds 
$4 to the value of the central «•» in 
a town, and each adds $500 to the ag- 
gregate value of land In the State of 
which he Is a resident. A man, wife 
and f've th.'dren add ?3,6ou to the- ag- 
gregate va ne of land in t- -ir sitate. 
Do they get It? No, but the landlord 
gets it. Under the single tax they 
would bo raised at least fifty per cent, 
for this reason. There are bu three 
factors that enter Into the production 
of wealth, viz: land, the passive fnc 
tor; labor on land, and capital, w 
Is laid up labor or wealth to assist 
or In producing more wealth. Now all 
wealth goes to tlte landlord as -ent. 
the laborer as wages and to capital as 



NOTE REDUCTIONS. 



Hampden: 18 size, "Special R,- 
Way," 23 Jls., $26.00; "New R.-Way." 
23 Jls., $24; Deuber Watch Co.. 21 Jls., 
H7j same 17 Jls., $14. 

Elgin: "Veritas." 23 Jls., $29; 
Father Time," 21 Jls $22.50; "B. W. 
Raymond," 19 Jla.. $20; "B. W. Ray- 
mond," 17 Jls.. $18.50. 

Waltham: "Vanguard," 23 Jls., $29; 
•Crescent Street," 21 Jls., $22.50; "Ap- 
pleton, Tracey & Co... Premier," 17 
jls., $18.60; same, not "Premier," $10. 

The above guaranteed to pass It- 
Way Inspectors. 

Sundries: Waltham P. S. Bart- 

lett," or Elgin "Wheeler." 17 Jls., ad- 
justed, nickel, $9; same, gilt, $7; same 
Hampden, nickel $8.00; same, not ad- 
justed $7 Elgin, Waltham or Hamp- 
den, nickel, 16 Jls., $G; Elgin or Wal- 
tham nickel, non-catchable hair spring 
7 Jls., $5; Hampden 7 Jls., gilt $4.60; 
"Standard" or "Century," 7 Jls., $3. 

Al the above In 2, $ or 4-ounce all- 
\ crine case, prepaid. In silver, or gold 
filled, screw case, accompanied by 
manufacturer's and my guarantee for 
20 years, $3, or in hunting case, $5 
more. In 25 year screw case, $5. or In 
huutlng case $8.60 more than in sll- 
verlne case. In solid gold case, $10 
to $50 more. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES. 

Large (6) size Elgin, Waltham or 
Hampden, 20-year gold filled, latest 
style, artistic hand-chased, 7 Jls., $9; 
15 jls., $11; 16 Jls., adj., $16; small <• , 
size 7 Jla., $11.50; 15 Jls., $16; IS Jls., 
adj., $18. "Riverside," extra fine, $24. 
In 25-year case, $1 more. In 14-k solid 
gold case, $10 to $50 more. Latter 
with diamonds, all In plush box, pre- 
paid, with guarantee. 

Send for prices of Watches not llstr 
ed, Jewelry, Rings. Sliver and Plated 
Ware, Optical Goods and My Tract, 




»pf< i.it ii.iti.-c, witli. nit - liiirne. Ill the 

Scientific American. 



UP-TO-DATE PAMPHLET 

ON 

'MARRIAGE 
AND DIVORCE' 

BT 

JOSEPHINE K. HENRY 

or 

VERSAI LLES, KENTUCKY. 



5 copies for $1.00. 



GREATEST DISCOVERIES 

OF SCIENCE EVER MADE 

GOD, 8ATAN AND HOtY GHOST ARE NOTHING BUT CREATIONS OF 
FICTION. HEAVEN AND HELL ARE ONLY MYTHS. CON- 
SCIOUS tIFE IS EXTINGUISHED AT DEATH. 



these groat discoveries through its 

It publishes monthly, and its school, 

"The Central Kansas Business College," which teaches Stenography, Type- 
writing, Bookkeeping, Commercial Arithmetic, ~ 
and "The Truth About God" In a general course 
porary International Instructor for the church. 

The Church has 100 LIFE MEMBERS. It wt-nts 900 more to formally 
organize and Incorporate. The flrat thousand members will be the founders 
and organizers of the CHURCH OF HUMANITY. 

If you have loved ones you wish rescued from the idolatry of worship- 
ing a dead man named Jesus and a myth named God, you should join this 
Church and it will aid you In freeing them, and in saving your posterity 
from becoming idolaters by teaching thorn The Truth About God, 

Write to W. H. KERR, 2210 Broadway, Great Bend, Kan., for blank ap- 
plication for membership, information about the college, and send 25 cents 
for a year's subacrlpUoc to the "TRUTH ABOUT GOL." Do it now. 
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DOES NOT AGREE 
WITH THE BLADE 



i. Gorky soenis, bo lar as we i 
recognize the divorce, and < 
nothing alioul ins having 



Cai 



the 



111. T 



Takes Issue With Our Defense of the 
Home and Attacks Existing Insti- 
tution of Marriage. Western Cri- 
tic Expresses Opinions on the 
Subject. . .. 



"It is 



and dishonorable exp 
sacred." Now I have no desire to 
criticise you — All 1 ask is a fair field 
and no favor— and aa there have been 
numerous articles in the columns of 
the Blade In favor of the present form 
of marriage, It would only be fair to 
hear from those of the Blade readers 
who are more or less opposed to It. 



"It 



t I 1 



cover up Mime dearly b. loved 'supeisti" 
tion that cannot be defended by argu- 
ment, and 1 therefore think it 111 be- 
comes a publication like the Blade to 
avail Itself of this cowardly subter- 
fuge. "It Is sacred," haB been the 
cry of the reactionaries throughout 
the ages, when ihe idolized supersti- 



It has always been used in defense of 
crumbling creeds. It Is the bar that 
has been put athwart the path of pro- 
gress from time Immemorial, and the 
sooner we rid ourselves of this scare- 
crow, the better for humanity. You ad- 
mit that the present system of niar- 



ussla. This being 
on Id seem to exist no valid reason 
by he'should not enter into a more 
ingenial partneiship if he so desired, 
s for his companion, even the lying 
icets of capitalism haven't charged 

, either optionally or legally, so she 
ould also bo free to do as she ploas- 
I IB the matter. The fact that a 
it ■ is her husband's property was 
| once again affirmed right here in 
Seattle, on the 23rd of April last,, by- 
Judge A. W. Frater, of the Superior 
Court. 

Th. principals in this case an N Mr. 
ami Airs. Beede and Hoy McDonald. 
.Some time last November McDonald 
and Mrs. Beede were walking together 
on the street when Mr. Beede (the 
proprietor) comes up behind and 
-.hoots McDonald In the back. The 
latter bad just come out of the hospl- 
lal when the case come up on the 
.mil' named, but as McDonald didn't 
is. hi. to prosecute Beede the case was 
dismissed. Before doing bo, however, 
in. .Indue took* advantage of the oc- 
casion to deliver himself of the fol- 
lowing: (1 quote from the Seattle 
Star)): "That any man had the right 
to shoot another who invaded the 
sanctity of his home, and that "he 
(.McDonald) didn't get any more than 



thai Free Lovers— not being restrain- 
ed by marriage — would ride rough- 
shod over lovely woman in order to 
gratlt\ their passion and that accom- 
plished, throw her aside like a squeez- 
ed lemon and look for a fresh victim. 
But this Is 



tag that one would lie led to infer that 
those who are married would do this 



Again you say: "It (the Blade) ad- 
vocates a mental philosophy that is 
calculated to uplift, enrich and en- 
lighten the world, but these attain- 
ments are not to be reached through 
an arrangement of Indiscriminate hu- 
man mating on the plan of the poultry 
yard." That is one of the chief rea- 
sons why Free levers are opposed to 

is altogether too much indiscriminate 
human maing" going on now, without 
any regard to whether they are fit to 
endow their offspring with the re- 
quisites for a healthy and happy life 
or not. If they can show a marriage 



drink again and tails lower than be- 
fore. He should be taught what al- 
cohol Is and does, and what self-con- 
trol, abstinence and use of his own 
anilities will bring to him of earthly 
bk ssings. 

Braying wastes much precious time, 
ana makes dreamers of air-castles in 
the future Despising this lile, many- 
neglect the duties of life, blindly drift, 
miss opportunities and usu but a small 
portion of their abilities, and so do 
not prosper and get but a fraction of 
the blessings of life. 

I'oople's notions of God, the Bible 
and religious duties are so different 
that numerous religions and creeds 
have grown up and divided the pray- 
ing people into bitter enemies, who 

have each prayed zelously, believing 
that "God is on our side;" thus pray- 
ing has caused the prolongation and 
Increased the terrible consequences of 
wars. Belief in God and prayer caus- 
ed the Inquisition and many other 
cruel persecutions. Now it keeps the 
churches tiled With praying to and 



i. ope, and peace, all good Guides are 
Intellect, the masculine element of 
mind, Reason, the feminine element of 
mind, and justice, the result of the un- 
ion of the two as equals and called 
their child; the original "Holy Trinity' 
and guided by the three, man ex- 
presses his best and noblest senti- 
ment, his love of justice for hi3 fellow 
beings, which proves him to be under 
the control of the greatest Guide of 
all. 

L John, iv, 8, 16— #od (the Guide) is 
love. I Cor. ill, lu— Know ye not that 
i£ are the temple of God and that 
the Spirit of God dwelloth in you? 

The writer of the allegory taught his 
pupils, that Intellect Is that faculty, 
by which we know what to do, anil 
how to do, and Ileason that faculty, by 
which we know why to do and when 
to do, or, Intellect enables man to use 
his faculties, while Reason enables 
him to use each in the cause for which 
it was given, and Justice is the pro- 



M ill. 
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ored falsehood. There is nothing too 
sacred for Intelligent discussion. In 
fact, nothing is sacred; nothing is 
profane, vulgar or vicious. If traits 
that are not desirable crop out, we 
know that they are the legitimate fruit 
of unfavorable conditions, and con- 
sequently wrong living, and as Ration- 
alists, we should apply ourselves to 
the removable of thu causes that pro- 
duce them. 

So with Marriage. No one will deny 
that it is productive of much that is 
undesirable, but many Freethinkers 
ever, join the most orthodox in the 
cry that "it is sacred," and must not 



IJeede. His only excuse could be that 
the woman was of a notorious charac- 
eft and if such was the case he should 
come right into this court and prose- 
cute Beede for shooting. His failure 
to do so, justifies the court in the 
opinion that McDonald was 10 blame 
for his criminal relations with Mrs. 
II. i i and Beede cannot be blamed 
tor Ins action." 

So we see that not only are wives 
looked upon as the property of hus- 
bands, but that they are criminals into 
ihe bargain if they should ever be so 
unfortunate as to prefer some other 
and perhaps better man. As love is 
not a question of will, but of affinity, 
common sense would dictate that men 



Impute bad motives to these people, 
I know that they would not wilingly 
Indict suffering on themselves or 
i heir offspring, they do the best they 
km v how, but to bring the truth home 
I wlU say that "barnyard morality" 
would probably be as good a term for 
it as any other, lacking, of course, the 

al selection In the poultry yard. Free 
Dovers, on the other hand, recognize 
the fearful responsibility attached to 
bringing children into the world and 
would therefore strive to surround 
them with the best possible environ- 
ment both before birth and after. 

There may not be so many children 
born under the new order, but those 
that are will be welcome because de- 
etrtid. They will not, as is too often 
the case at present, bo simply the 
chance product of passion. 



be 1 



ed \ 



nan l are synonymous terms and have 
no place in the vocabulary of an evolu- 
tionism If it were not for the faci 
that the Chrisian religion and our 
present syseni of marriage are in a 
sense living, I should say that the 
superstitious regard for marriage is 
much stronger and far more general 

If the union of the sexes Is inherent- 
ly right — yea, even necessary to the 
highest stale of wellbeing— then no 
amount of hocus pocus, either by 
judge or priest can make it any more 
so, and if it is inherently wrong, then 
all the marriage ceremonies in the 
world, cannot make it right. Anyway, 
when a union becomes productive of 
only hatred and discontent, it would 
seem to be the part of wisdom to dis- 
solve partnership with as little fric- 
tion as possible. If there are any chil- 
dren then all the more reason for 
parting, so that they, at least, may be 
brought up where peace dwelleth in- 
stead of in an atmosphere of chronic 
discord. Of course such separation 



aide, as a rule, and not from the out- 
side. It is only a verification of the 
old saying that 'a house that ls> divid- 
ed against lUelf can not stand." 
Whenever a wife begins to prefer the 
society of 'some other man it shows 
only one thing, namely, that the hus- 

already, for some reason or anothi 
lost his hold upon her affections. This 
being the case, he should either have 
the grace to retire from the field, or 
else enter the lis' and compote for 
her favor. 

Women have the reputation of doing 
nni ipeoted things where the other sex 

creased amount of love, confidence 
and respect. They will hardly fall 
head over heels in love with us for 
inihi. sly shooting down the man 
whom they prefer. It Is as plain as 
daylight that we couldn't effectually 
extinguish any lingering spark of 
kindly feeling that they may have 
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responsibility with regard to their 
spring. The children would be no less 
theirs after separation than before, 
and such separation would In no way 
invalidate the children's claim to their 
support. The samo is true If the 
tarents never were married. Mar- 
riage has undoubtly served a useful 
purpose, and so has capitalism, but the 
time seems now to be at hand when 
the best Interests of the race demand 
something better. Whatsoever argu- 
ments may be advanced either for or 



that whero mutual attraction exists 
no bond is necessary, and where there 
is no such attraction, there should be 
no bond. Marriage without love Is 

We welcome freedom, believing It to 
be a good thing, In every other depart- 
ment of life, and as consistent cham- 
■ CHI of freedom's cause we b)U 
mit that It would be equally beneficent 
in its Influence when applied to the 
relations of the sexes. 

Liberty docs not mean license. Lib- 
erty can exist only whero Intelligence 
rules while the opposite is true of 
license. If liberty Is so desirable as 
we would have our Christian friends 
believe, then in the name of logic let 
us be consistent and extend its sway 
to all departments of human activity. 
It may be that freedom In this partic- 



would be no ones death, but that he 
should live and be happy even though 
it be with another, 
i wrote the above before i ma In d 

the last lilade, dated May the 13th, so 
I will now content myself with com- 
ma ig very briefly on your editorial 

ot that date about Maxim Gorky. 

You say, in commenting on W. R. 
LolUM'l letter that "our critic will be 
bound to admit that, at least, Maxim 
Gorky Is simply living in adultery. ' 
The Illble, our chief authority cn adul- 
tery and from which it is evident you 
get four Ideal regarding It, says: 
"That If a man taketh unto himself a 
wife and It should come to pass that 
she finds no favor In his eyes, he 
shal give her a bill of divorcement 
and send her out of his house, etc." 
Now Gorky hasn't done anything so 
cur l as that, but supposing he had 
Bona all this, do you really believe 
that law or priest would have "made 



LESSOHS FOR 

CROW N FOLKS 

Reproduction From a Series of Leaf- 
Sunday School Lessons that 
Should be Widely Read. 

(By BLUM aiuWRY B LIVENS).) 
Before civilization, the strongest 
and brainiest men became chiefs; the 
others had to labor for, serve, praise 

! and beseech them for protection. Ig- 
norant .'.T scientific facia, they thought 
the sun, storm-clouds, animals, trees, 

| etc., had intelligence like theif chiefs, 
and that gifts and prayers to them 
might win favors and avert evils. 
■MM imaginative geniuses Invented 
stories of fairies, ghosts, demons, an- 
gels and gods, which the ignorant and 
superstitious believe. Gods were mul- 
tiplied, imagines carved, and praying 
became popular. But some studied the 
acts and laws of nature. Astronomy, 
geology, chemistry, physiology, etc., 
have been gradually upsetting belief 
in supernaturalism, and the gods of 
modern civilization have been reduced 
to one. 

As useless, misleading and harmful 
as praying to idols, are prayers to this 
one imaginary God. The praying in 
public of clergymen, priests and pious 
laymen, leads others into the falla- 
cious belief ihat God helps those who 
worship him. Shrewd men see that 
the respect, confidence and favor of 
people and coveted positions can be 
won by praying and pious bearing; so 
they Income hypocrites for these pur-] 
po ny , The success of their public 
praying loads them on in hyixicrlsy 
and Into rascality, and many become 
sharpers, speculators, bank-defraud- 
ers. i raducers of women, political 
tricksters, etc. Their methods and 
prosperity make wrongdoing appear 
safe and popular, bo that many follow 
tholr examples. 



an a 1 1 1 1 > of useless 
ring out to a great extent the teach- 
ings of natural science, hygiene, prac- 
tical rational Morality, etc., that would 
greatly benefit humanity— promote 
real righteousness, humaneness, and 
health, wisdom and general human de- 
velopment. 

We get our reward or punishment 
in this life lor everything we do, 
through natural laws, either indirect 
physical results or from our fellow- 
men for our good or bad behavior to- 
ward them. Patience, peace, resigna- 
tion to losses, self-control, perserver- 
euce and other virtues usually claimed 
as results of prayer, are but growth 
in the directions desired from persis- 
tent self-culture. 
■We are not dependent upon any 
god, but upon each other for many 
things, and should help one another 
to choose the beneficial and avoid the 
evils ot life. Is it not time that the 
heathen custom of praying were abol- 
ished, as has been done wih Its twin 
sister, that of bloody sacrifice? The 
study of natural causi s and effects 
would better promote wisdom, mutual 
aeipfttdnee*, progress In righteousness 
health and happiness. 



PREACHER CON- 
FESSES TO MANY 
_ CRIMES 

Fiend in human Form From His Pris- 
on Cell Issues a Startling State 
ment. Another Evidence of the 
Hypocrisy That Lies in Const . 



ily Into ihe parsonage. Whou his at- 
eution was called to the fact, he re- 
plied: 

-What's that .' 1 used to tend bar 

Oa the night of .March Uth Bain 
spent the early evening with Lee 
l"ark, uu officer of the church, in the 
church study. At o'clock they 

neat, oier to the Presbyterian church 
to listen to a cartoonist give a lect- 
ure. The cartoonist made a picture 
il burning Rome. 

As the two men passed out of the 
study to go to the entertainment Bain 
iooked into the stove and said ho 
guessed there was coal i i.ouyh to keep 
the fire going lor a time, 'the coal 
scuttle was empty. 

Picture Gives Idea of Fire. 

After the lecture Mr. i'arii went his 
way and Bain ■tailed lor uie. parson- 
age, which adjoins the church, Flf- 
teea minutes later the church was on 
Bra and burning fiercely. Bala was in 
his room in the parsonage with coat 
and collar removed. A man had seen 
him come out of the church a few 

Next Suiuiay at services Bain throw 
up his hands iu the pulpit, shouting: 
• U, my head." Dr. BcIIoas was called 
and found the preacher with a sub- 



u,p. .. 



. His pulse 



bed three 



nity. 
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THE HISTORY 

OF RELIGION 

Jesus An Allegorical Representation 
Of Conscience. John The Baptist 

The v.. ic« of Conscience. 

(By SUSAN J. PECK.) 
With J. -sirs or Justice, as the Son of 
God, or the Guide with the dual na- 
ture, called Intellect and Reason, or 
Father and Mother, and which in the 
beginning said, "Let us make man in 



in of the Rev. C. Stuart 
Bain, confess, d pyroinauiac, alienists 
have a subject after their own heart. 
It is for them to decide whether, as 
he suggests himself, his has been a 
genuine Jekyll and Hyde existenci , 
whether his crimes are due to auto 
hypnosis, self-imposed hypnotism, or 
w Ueilo r ins is a case of habitual crim> 

Bain is in Jail at Waterloo, N. Y., 
charged wiih set ling fire to the First 
Bap:ist church, of Which he was pus- 
tor. He admits he did it. He wrote 
anonymous letters to the police direct- 
ing suspicion to himself. 

Bain is a Scoichman by birth and a 
graduate ot Edinburgh university. He 
is an ex-convict as well aa a preacher 
and ex-preacher. Ho is 15 years old 
and Is known to have had five charges 
in the west in tne Presbyterian de- 
nomination, a mission at New burg, as 
well us the Baplist church here. Ills 
record, as it have been compiled by 
District Attorney Bodlne Is: 

SS9 pastor of a church in Prlnce- 
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think any one will dlspu 
this, then let us at least try to accus- 
tom ourselves to It. 

I am sorry to see that In comment- 
ing on Maxim Gorky and his compan- 
ion (I don't know whether they are 
married or not, and I don't care if 
they are or not), you should echo the 
howl of the capitalist ridden press 

What has Gorky done any way, that 
be should be attacked thusly? The 



iad went through certain 
he would have been all 
light, bul no' conforming "be is simply 
living In adultery." I am not well 
enough informed on. what adultery Is 
io Ml that he is or that he Isn't but 
I w ill v. nture this assertion that if he 
Is right, then he is right bfreepeettvi 



oal conclusion Gorky may tire of hi; 
preaenl paramour and 'their -aturei 
not agreeing with each other,' he DM] 
'separate' from her to repeat the pro 
cess with another female, ad llbitun 



in fin i 



should 



ho 



to live together should they? But this 
leal what you mean, as Is evident 
from the manner In which you say It. 
The meaning you wish to convey is 



pray- 
ers, and their unaswered petitions 
make many despair of pleasing God: 
fearful and discouraged, some become 
insane, and some commit suicide; oth- 
ers become desperate and rush into 
all manners of vices. Many meekly, 
patiently continue to pray, suffering 
from ill treatment by others, misfor- 
tune, sickness, etc., hoping for recom- 
pense in a future life. If they knew 
i here w as to be no future life, and 
no personal, 

they would develop their 
protect themselves— learn to value 
this life and secure their rightful 
share of the earth's abundance. 

The pious pray that God will care 
for ami lead their children into worthy 
lives: Inn their i-hild/'n. not can-fully 
watt-lied and guided by their natural 
guar. nans, stray into bad company 
and fall into vicious habits, and be- 
coin,) worthless or criminal. 

The tankard trying to reform Is 
led to believe that by faitn and prayer 
God wfl take away his uncontrollable 
thirst for liquor. His praying brings 
no such relief, and when lonely, dis- 
couraged or sick, ho la tempted to 



by whom put forth; for Justice (Jesus) 
'aid. "l^eva thy neighbor as thyself,'' 
Justice «aid, "Therefore ail things 
whatsoever >V would that men should 
do to you do ye even so to them," and 

world, but to save the world.'" "For 
this cause, came I unto the world, that 
I should hear witness unto the truth." 
I am the way, the truth and the life." 
-I am the light of the world.'' and jus- 
tice said, "I am the resurrection and 
the life; he that bolieveth in me, 
though he were dead( morally), yet 
shall he live; and whosoever liveth 
and believeth In me (live justly), shall 
never die." (morally). And all the 
sayings of Justice were given to those 
who were consulting with conscience, 
as Jesus in the Bible story represents 
man's conscience. 

John the Baptist said, "I am the 
voice," and the voice was the voice 
of conscience. The voice of Con- 
science said, "Indeed baptize you with 
water (tears), unto repentance," 
"There comet h one mightier than I aft- 
er me, the latchet of whose shoes I 
am not worthy to stoop down and un- 

In Luke, we read of the different 
classes of persons who consulted the 
voice of conscience (John tho Baptist)- 
"And the people asked (the Voice) 
saying. "What shall we do then? (The 



With the understanding that the 
word God means Guide, the word J< s- 
us Jusiice, ami that the Bible is a his- 
tory of the political and ecclesiastical 
rule of nations, I will proceed by add- 
ing that the original book which fur- 
nished the foundation for the present 



111.; 18*1 p 
pastor, Uarnett, Has. 
Converse (formerly Xeuia), Ind.; I'Jut 
.. ponded from the Presb* U i 
ian minlstrj. 

In 189G he was sent to Jollet prison 
for embezzlement, from which he was 
ten .sed in 1S99. in MM he went to 
Nyack, then to Newburg, nine months 

Wanders Over Country as Cook. 

In a Kansas Presbyterian charge 
throe incendiary fires marked the pas- 
i or. ue. He was deposed from the 
Presbyterian ministry for Improper 
conduct In money matters. He has 
wandered about the country picking 
up odd jobs here and there, chiefly as 
a cook In hotels. He has been some- 
thing of what might be called a crim- 
inal tramp. He floated into New York 
City and in the Baptist mission was 
converted over a*aln and through Dr. 
Simpson's Christian Alliance school 
in Nyach he drifted again into the 
ministry, and now has landed in Jail 
aa a pyromanic, while the congrega- 
tion here, while rebuilding the church, 
are worshipping in the old abandoned 
church and looking for another pastor. 

Bain says when he Is good he re- 
members everything; that when he is { 
mad— which st ems to have been large- 
ly his normal condition — he remem- 
bers nothing. He declares he is a 
victim of "spells" when memory and 
consciousness of right leave him ut- 
tarty, when depraved Instincts takei 
possession of him. 

Constant Temptation to Lie. 

Ha admits he has a constant temp 
tatlon to lie and has lied until he has 
Keen found out with disastrous re- 
sults. He recalls much and a lot of 
little things, which makes his asser- 
tion he has complete loss of memory 



ly could be felt. 1! 
really was 111. H 
days. Then ho asked leave of 
weeks to go to Newburg to s 
joung woman, whom ho was e 

Proves His Own Accuser. 
Lain came bt.clt to town Saturday 
eight. May Gth. Bodine accused him 
of setting fire to tho church. Bain 
denied it. Then Bodlne sprung a sur- 
prise on him. Two of tho ananymous 
iettors written on the ily leaves torn 
from books were shown. Bodine pro- 
duced the books from Bains own lib- 
rary from which they were turn. The 
letters fitted the torn books perfectly, 
l'hey were to tho effect that Bain was 
a fire-bug aud should be driven out of 
town. 

Confronted with this proof, Bain ad- 
mitted his guilt and said: 

"I must have burned the church 
and written those letters, but I have 
no recollection of it at all. It must 
have been done in one of my uncon- 
scious spelis." 

Then he told of his double identity, 
and said he must have been insane at 
ihe«timo and pleaded to be seat to an 
asjlum instead of prison. He had a 
horror of prison. Bain had stopped 
otf at Auburn prison on his trip to 
Newburg, evidently to look it over as 

Bf ' .}■■}< 

thus giving lie to his*Story of com- 
plete lack of memory. 

"You realize my unpleasant duty?" 
said Bodine. 

"Of course," said Bain. "It la to 
lock me up." 



cell: 

"It Is difficult in my case to give an 
explanation, because my lapses in- 
clude suspension of memory and the 
spell, when fully developed, Is a blank 
to me afterward. It may be compared, 
however, to a lunar eclipse, there be- 
ing a penumbra, sa well as umbra; 
and of the former I can give some 
account. While I have some recollec- 
tion of this inceptive period in the 
lapse, I do not at the time have a 



of 



authoi 



but he 
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■o think t 



that his suggestion of double Identity 
with Bam pile tt tons of morbid psy- 
chology Is simply ihe invention of a 
craft) imiKster. 

Some of the congregation here did 
not like h m. There was something 




then 



Ittle ■ 



D all. - 



r the it 



struction of youth, in which the men 
tal. moral pad physical fores in Ma- 
ture were g.ven names suited to their 
relations to one another and to man. 
Those fores were man's natural 
Guides, and the writer showed his I 



that made them all hold aloof. 
Not Popular with His Flock. 

From time to time Bain tried 
borrow money from members of t 
congregation on notes. He did r 



readers thrl to be bob trolled by those 
Guides woild enable man to make 

h. area on earth 

In Rom. xv., we road of tho Gods 
(Guides) of patience and consolation. 



culat 

members of the tlock. His salary was 
1*00 a year with free rent of person- 
am He had not been here long be- 
fore he shocked some of the 
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ACTION IN LIFE. 
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Then Kweta out your own mind mid judge wheth- 
er iuis be true or false 1 Did you, Christian 
friend, never entertain the slightest doubt con- 
cerning the truth or falsity of Christian te a chin gs! 
AnsW«r quick! Don'1 Stop to tind an answer to 

suit the prewnre of the ehallenga but speak right 
out. The truth is thai the moat ardent advocate 
ot Christianity has entertained notions oi' revolt 
and disbelief and this fact is too patent to be given 
denial. 

Accepting the tendency of thought in the light 
just turned on we may begin to reason upon the 
causes and remedy lor sin. These come not from 
or through theological teaching* Were it other- 
wise -sin could not exist to-day contrary to the will 
of Cod. As a rule it has h 
dertaknig to impress pliy 

mind of an alleged sincere believer, tor as ■ rule 
he will ignore the fact and refuse to investigate 
Ins own theory. But to the Freethinker the prob- 
lem of sin has in it no figure of despair. The 
Freethinker is filled with hope and strives to elim- 
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Mica w- 
iliing to 
•t Appor- 
tion. Ae- 
ndeavor 



turn Dp, waiting 

tunity that causes thing! to move, but I 
t ion is life and without action human 

would cease. 

We have read of hidden and buried rensure*. 
These have a Strange and wiertl fascination for 
the average mind. Tiny stimulate and excite. 
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equipped with toots, men 
fortunes are spent: men 
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i too difficult an un- 



chnnee of finding a hidden < 
Most D>f these fortune hunter. 

tooting far richer stores thai 

reach, for the human mind. 
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and spend 

I treasure, 
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ally thai of the 



average, is a rich mine id' hidden and undeveloped 
talents far more precious than gold. Vet the ma- 
truths upon the jority drift on and on with the refuse that clogs 

sink into eternity's 
undeveloped talents 
lo the highest plane 



" life until the; 



that 



lifted then 



:ehio> 



id 



The entire universe belongs to man just as. he 

learn to conquer ti and to the force of man's i 

quests no limits can he set. We are each the i 
ter of our universe. All things gravitate lo or from 
us. The very elements have been placed at man's 
and just as the -real SU11 rising higher and 



icfore it. I 
ed at the ; 
based upo 



I been made 

men who believed in action and applied thehf be- 
liefs to life's labor. We are now enjoying and 
revelling in the fruits of their handiwork ; dd with 
our own experience added to theirs it is our own 
fault if we are unable to see farther along the 
highway of life than they did. 

To stand dormant and idle while the big pro- 



lea ves you standi) 
of inaction, 
orse than 
0 find then 



Kvery student of sociology now recognizes the 
fact that evil comes ignorance, primarily, from 
ignorance of both physical and social facts. It is 
superinduced by parents who must perforce live 
in lilthy tenement houses and hovels, and who do higher drives the 
not get sufficient food of a nutritrious character, I darkness of ignorance diaappe 
Such parent! too surely beget ill-nurtured ohil- of men who believed in actioi 
dren whose brains arc the least developed porta oflgenl thought and the sun no Long 
their bodies, and these children, by the very law j, rets from us. Men and women h 
of their nature, as they grow up, incline more to i brooder, nobler and purer by othei 
the animal rather than to the human side of life, 
and as such tiny become totally unfitted to prop- 
erly fill their places in society. Here then is an 
immediate cause of sin and crime. It is a cause 
for which an effective remedy can be found and 
applied. It is a cause, remotely traceable to a 
pernicious industrial system. These twin curses 
of humanity are responsible for present ills and 
not until they are shorn of power and authority 
can any improvement be made. 

Then what is the remedy:' It lies in education. 
FreethoUght insists that you must educate the I j s w |,, 
child. Uive him the best kind of an education. | ty an " 
Teach him the natural sciences and encourage him 
to further investigate. Teach him to live his life 
nobly, manfully, but never cover that education 
with a Bible. This would be afl clog on his car of 
progreaa. (Jive the child i fair days wage for a 

fair days work in his maturity and in ■ few years 
this disease, known as crime, will gradually dimin- 
ish and ultmately dsappear. 

Thus is the heart of the Freethinker filled with 
hope, a hope for the future salvation of the race. 
It is something worthy of working for, striving 
for, suffering for. It is not a future dimmed and 
darkened by the black frown. iiimli^J'cari'u] by the 
merciless vJttni of an angry God, At a fair, glad 
and brigh^Bgtture, a future mode /Jlorious by our By the gi 
labor, beautiful with our skill and happy in the meeting tie; 
unity of peace. Reformer! and reforms are springing up 

When this golden age shall dawn upon the chil- 
dren of men we shall have a condition that will 
truly coincide with the burden of the poet's song 
who said : 
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■cssion moves b 
n other words, 
vented thought 

ipport unities evi 
many are 

perhaps in tin last ditch, almost, of this| f 
eternal struggle for existence, never dreaming of 
the fires that smolder within them, waiting, wait- 
mi: lor the match of inspiration that they may 
Ida/.' forth and take their places among the great 
ones id' earth. 

Idle dreamer. Man. awake! Here, take posses 
sion of your inheritance! Your Monte Cristo lies 
in Action. Action itself is life. Without it the 
race wll go hack. You have no right to complain 
of fortune and rail at the irony /Ote for 111.' very 
. arth is yours whenever you will exert the force 
that lies behind thought and action to take it. 



THE GROWTH 

OF SCEPTICISM 



Marked 

th e Heresy Trial of Dr. Crapsey 
From the Columns of the Dayton 
Herald. 



We print elsewhere upon this page 
a communication from Mr. W. C. Tay- 
lor, of Columbus, In attempted criti- 
cism of an editorial view of the Dr. 
i nips, > heresy trial. The issue may 
or may not interest our readers, but 
as it concerns the ever present contro 
versy between ecclesiasticism and lib 
erty of conscience, It may not be unin- 
(cresting to consider our critic's point 
of view. 

The Herald s editorial toward which 
Mr. Taylor's strictures are directed 
read as follows: 

"Dr. Alguinon S. t'rapsey has been 

members of the ecclesiastical court, 
out of five, have found him unworthy 
to preach Christ. The) And that he 
has by his writings impugned certain 
doctrines of the church. And they 
recommend his suspension from the 
functions of a minister until he sat- 
isfies his human judges that he In- 
terprets tie Apostles' Creed and the 
Nlcene Creed as they do. 

But these judges obligingly give 
Dr. Crapsey a show. They suggest 
that if, within thirty days, he will slut 
ify himself, recant his beliefs, abandon 
con vict ions which he entertains after 
years of conscientious study and pray- 
erful deliberation— in short, if he will 
lie — he may continue to preach! 

All he need do is to declare that he 
does believe what he does not; that 
he does not believe what he does, 
and lie may go into the pulpit and in- 
terpret Lhe Roberts, Boynlon & Co., 
but not according to his own. We re- 
gard this suggestion lo Dr. Crapsey as 
to his Christian manhoot 



judgment against him? Oh, no! They 
proposed to him to lie; to pre- 
to perjure himself under his 
n oath of ordination," by de- 
; that he no longer believes 
his judges know he d6es be- 
This Incredible and shameful 
jf a dishonest compromise is | 
tve condemned as unworthy Of | Kdit or Herald 



The heaven of tradition would then 

vanish from the sight. 
And justice reign supreme, instead of 
ignorance and might. 



A CRITICISM WHICH 

MISSES THE POINT 



the men who made it. 

Is that the way his ecclesiastical 
cunt earners and Mr. Taylor would take 
In get out or a tight place'.' 

lint our critics ask whether a news 
papm would tolerate the continued as 
Bert ions of its editor that the political 
principles of the paper were false? 
rVeU; if he could prove they were 
false, or even thought he could, the 
newspaper management which had 
real conudence in the soundness of its 
political principles wouldn't be afraid 
to listen to the editor's side of the 
question. And there s this difference 
BooalM iiolitical principles are large- 
ly not principles at all ;they are views 
nf proper guvei n incut al politicles. The 
doctrines of protection and free trade 
iuvoUc no issue of moral or ethical 
principles, they simply assert the wis- 
dom of one commerciaf policy or an- 
other. The cnurch, on the other hand, 
assumes to pronounce the last word 
upon religions faith and should, there- 
fore, lie able and eager to defend the 

inerraaey oi iis ereeO. tnetead, la th« 

LTapSOy case, it practically says: 
refuse to discuss the cardinal truths oi 
the creed; you may have the truth on 
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of Qoaane' the attention of samp- 
what is ailing the American people 1 



with a grain of sense will assert that 
the distinguished heretic could, if he 
would, absolutely reverse the convic- 
tions which he declared before the 
trial court. If he could, or if he 
would, that alone would demonstrate 
liis utter unfitness for the ministry 
Yet that crime against conscience 
is just what his reverend judges 

dently expect that he will get out of 
that crowd and preserve his self-re- 



"When all the world shall live in peace, 

When strife shall be forgot; 
When priesl and pope are swept away, 
When crowns and creeds are not." 
• • • • • 
Did it ever occur to you that hungry men are al- 
ways dangerous in any country? Well, sure 
enough, they are. No man can be a consistent pa- 
triot who is on the verge of starvation and must 
tighten his belly-band to enable him to feel full. 
.Men arc not prone to get deeply in love with a 
country in which they are .not permitted to earn 
bread. The republic is surfeited with politics and 
policies, but what the people want and what they 
will demand very forcibly, 'ere long, is equal op- 
portunity in the struggle for existence with the 
privilege of working for a fair living without be- 
ing deemed ■ poltieol pauper or a slave. 

Ye Gods of Ancient Israel, be merciful. How 
could the poor girl help itf Princess Kna of Bet- 
tenberg, now the Queen consort of Spain, having 
entered into a contract with the Don to probably 
make eaeh other miserable for life, unless divorce | 
doth them pari, so soon after her conversion to 
Bom an Catholicism, actually clapped her hands 
with a joy serene during a royal bull fight arranged 
for her benefit and in celebration of her nuptial 
vows. Think of it! A crowd of royal hoodlums 
going into eeataciea of delight at the sight of a 
maddened Taurus tossing a matador upon his 
horns and tramping him beneath its feet, and by 



MOre, Vet there is blamed litth 

it be possible that the bulk of the American wage- 
earners are satisfied, content? While admitting 
the necessity of reform a mere passing notice is 
given toward any attempt in that direction. True, 
indeed, change is the order of the universe, and 
so it appear! thai the reformer who is here today is 
gone tomorrow, heaven alone knows whither! llis 
i ruaade Brsl Languishes, then flickers and expires 

and He world that once was fain to play Sweet 
Alice to llis lien Bolt knows him no more. The 

trouble is thai the majority of the people are 
apalhetie and indifferent. They look npor a man 

with an id a as a revolutionist, never heeding that 

even revolution is proferable to dry-rot. What wt 
most need today are men with fire enough iti them 
to burn awoy the political and social sins of the 

world. Where are they I Next ! 



dis 



in the brutal sport Not until they have learned 
thai a fine tooth-COmb will save them the labor of 
scratching can such people lay claim to being civ- 
ilised. Of course the entire a*OCeeding was sanc- 
tified by the Vatican which makes the matter a 
blamed sight worse. 
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Alter a greet effort on our part, handicapped as 
We are with lack of linancial means, we have suc- 
ceeded in getting out, at last, both the Koine Book, 
by Dr. Wilson, and the .Moore .Memorial pamph- 
let. Realizing that our subscribers to both were 
getting somewhat impatient at the delay in publi- 
cation, We bent every enefgy to the task before us. 
striving might and main to gel both off the press, 
and now most of those who have subscribed for 
them, are enjoying their possession. We trust that 
the investments made will prove profitable to all. 
(Mir aim has been to please. The publication of 
both books has ben somewhat of a burden, but we 

have at last siici ded. If there beany subscribers. 

who. upon the receipt of this issue of the Blade, 

having paid for either, has not t eived it, kindly 

address this office or write to Dr. Wilson, and the 
bonks will lie forthcoming. 



While dogmatic theology is making Inlidels by 
the*hundred the tactics employed by the church 
organizations of the country are driving still more 
from its support. Formerly mankind built its rea- 
son on its faith, but UOW we build our faith upon 
OUT reason. Ueasoti is founded upon those in- 
Pnieslimol fragments of intelligence which now 
burn more or less brightly in every human brain. 



r hidden in every new tr 
e and worthy aspiration. Kind 
the (iod that is sheltered in every true mother's 
heart that heats in happy unison with the music of 
the spheres, sweeter by far than the songs of an- 
cient bard, hallowed by the lambent light of love 
reflected from enraptured eyes. Having found this 
God worship it and pay all homage, for the tender 
associations that cling around such a shrine consti- 
tute the dynamics of the race, the uplifting force 
that has brought man from barbarism, and 
the only (Mod worthy of praise and adulation. 
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by lire ami either comes forth robed in deathless 
sph ndor or is relegated to the intellectual rubbish- 
heap. The church that will not progress will par- 
iah. The average Christian heart instead of being 
lilled with the grace of (iod is but a bitter pool of 
poieonOUJ waters in the fetid scum of which there 
writhe and wriggle unclean reptiles ready to in- 
Ivoke sneaking boycotts, petty annoyances and 
leOWOrdly calumnies upon till who prefer to dis- 
believe their foolish fables. 



Mr. Taylor 
not state the case fairly. Wo submit 
that we refrained from a discussion of 
the errancy or Inerrancy of Dr. Crap- 
sey's beliefs. We did not question the 
power of the trial court to suspend- 
him from an exercise of the functions 
of the priesthood. We did not seek to 
re-try the case upon its merits. 

The fearful and wonderful proceed- 
ings of an ecclesiastical tribunal defy 
rational criticism from -the heathen, 
or even from the laity. The Herald 
pretends to no expert familiarity 

Hiding beliefs of Dr. Crapsey and his 
prosecutors. Both may be right; 
neither may be right; we do not 
know. Nor do they. 

But this conclusion is easily de- 
duclble from the accounts of the 
sey trial. The issue was not "What 
is the truth?" It was not "Is Dr. 
Crapsey right or wrong in his 
beliefs?" it was not "Whose interpre- 
tation of a truly man-made creed is 
the right interpretation?" 

No; the ultimate truth was 
sought. The Court refused to 
sider the truth or error of the v 
of the accused priest. It dared 
submit to a searching reexamination 
the question whelher the church' 
swer to Pilate's perplexed inquiry. 
"What is truth?" Is the only possible 
answer dodged that issue In Uw Crap- 
sey trial; because It knows that 
priests and laymen by the thousand in 
lie Episcopal Church do put their own 
coasi ruction ami intej petatlon upon 
the Apostles' Creed and the Nlcene 
Creed, and that to test membership in 
Me priesthood by that itouqhstone 
would be to disclose the widest lati 
tude of belief and a uealthful intoler- 
ance of literal adherence to the credal 
expressions of the church. 

But that was not the point of our 
editorial comment. Possibly it had 
none; but, if it had, Mr. Taylor missed 
lit. Waiving the question whether 
Dr. Crapsey's beliefs were right or 
wrong, and assuming that he was 
lion, si and conscientious in those be- 
liefs, our protest was against the in- 
herent dishonesty of the suggestion 

curing a volte-face within thirty days, 
tils Judges found him guilty, as Mr. 
Taylor alleges, of "declaring the faith 
of the church to be a tissue of error 
and falsehood." They did not deny 
his individual privilege so to declare; 
but they felt, as Mr. Taylor further 
says, that "when a minister finds that 
he can no longer fulfill the solemn 
oath'he took upon ordination, then he 
should step outside the church. 

Did they, therefore, having found 
Dr. Crapsey thus definitely dlsquali- 



You might prove us wrong. There- 
fore, get out!" 

Bin Mr. Taylor asks: "Would a 
store tolerate a clerk who said to cus- 
lomers, "I no longer believe these 
goods to be worthy of your pur- 

rotien; not if the proprietor was sell- 
ing mixed goods for all-wool. But If 
he were honest, he would look at the 
goods to ascertain whether the clerk 
was telling the truth about them or 
not. If the proprietor, however, took 
the ecclesiastical view of it, he would 
say to the clerk; "If, within thirty 
days, you will agree to say to my cus- 
tomers that these near-wool goods are 
all-wool, although you don't believe it, 
you can hold your job? Otherwise, 



WHAT A RATION- 
ALIST WOULD DO 

(By HARRIET M. CLOSZ) 

If I were sitting on a throne, with 
power to rule the race. 

As we are taught that Jesus does—in 
some far distant place, 

I would not stand aloof and say — "Be- 
lieve and be baptised! 

For only thus can heaven's joy by 
you be 



But I would say to al the world— 
In teaching faith Instead of works, 

the feature's peace to make!" 

"I've made a great mistake! 
I'd go to work with hand and brain, 

to right this Christian wrong. 
And lift the heavy burdens off, which 

have been borne so long. 

I'd help the poor misguided race to 

brotherhood on earth. 
And change the cries of agony to 

shouts of joyous mirth. 
All fear of tiod and selfishness, am 

hateful thoughts would flee. 
If I but ruled the universe, and couli 



If nature's laws were subject 

slightest wish and will, 
I'd give an equal chance to all, and 

every cup would fill. 
No favors could be granted to the man 

of high estate, 
For he would not exist, but as the 

worker's helpful mate. 

The lash upon the slave's bare back 
should fall no more in hat< 

The system's mental victims should 
rebuild the mind's estat« 

Defiled, subjected womanhood would 
be a thing unknown, 
were God's begotten Son, and 



As a member of the Protestant 
Kpisre ipa I church, I wish respectfully 
lo protest against the enclosed editor- 
ial on "Dr. Crapsey and His Judges," 
Yon are very far, I dare say unknow- 
ingly from staling the case fairly. 

It is not a question of Dr. Crapsey's 
believing whatever he pleases; he has 
lull liberty In that respect; li is, how- 
ever, a question which the church has 
:i right to determine, whether he shall 
continue to exercise lhe authority of 
a priest of that church, while declar- 
ing the faith of the church to be a tis- 
sue of error and falsehood. 

It is only a question of common fair- 
ness, between man and man. There 
should be no occasion for "heresy" 
i rials; 1 agree with you that. When 
I minister finds that he can no longer 
fulfill the solemn oath he tool; upon 
ordination, then he should step out 
side ih« < iu.rch, without waiting for a 
trial. There is no other conceivable 
basis of candid or honest action. 

Would you for a moment allow an 
editorial writer who had changed his 
pol. Ileal views to put bdfore your 
readers the assertion that the political 
principles of your paper were false, 
and to keep it up week after week? 

Would a store tolerate a clerk who 
said to customers. "1 no longer be- 
lieve these goods to be worthy of your 
purchase?" Or would you and the 
store invite editor and clerk to betake 
themselves elsewhere without delay? 
I think you would; and you would re- 
sent any attempt on the part of out- 
siders to interfere with our carrying 

ins consistency and feet d faith ou the 
part of your employes, agents or rep- 
resentatives. 

This is absolute no more than the 
church has done in demanding that 
Dr. Crapsey shall cease to act as its 
representative, since he says openly 
that the I believe" of the creed is for 
aim mainly falsehood, and the doc- 
trines upon which the church was 
founded are to him largely either 
fables or vagues metaphor. 

As to the "rights" of Dr. Crapsey 
let me suggest that the rest of the 
church, numbering nearly a million, 
have some righs also. Among these 
Is the right to demand that the creed 
of the church be not made a rope of 
sand by priests whose erratic ideas 
cannot be bounded by a plain state- 
ment of faith. No church can thrive 
which permits its own ministers to 
denounce its principles as raise. The 
thing is simply unthinkable. The In- 
justice has been done not to Dr. Crap- 
say, but by him-to the thousands of 
faithful priests and the hundreds of 
thousands of communicants who can 
repeat "I believe in God the Father," 
and the rest of the Nicene creed, with 
truth and earnestness. 

I am, very respectfully, 

W. C. TAYLOR. 
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Lexington & Eastern Railway Com- 
pany, Effective May 20, 1906. 



stay, and ' 



should thrive no 



And Nature's treasures thus destroy- 
ed, into the homes I d pour. 

So, I would fill the earth with joy and 
silence every groan, 
r I were sitting up above on Heaven's 
golden throne. 

rim famine in its ghastly garb, 

should not stalk round about, 
To blanch the Hps of children, and 

hush the merry shout. 
The mothers of the race should bear 

their babes in peace and love. 
Then there would be no need of me, 

em In (.lied in state above. 

I would leave my high abode, with 
human kind to dwell, 
No more the songs of angels bright, 
around God s throne would swell. 
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